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Link to Online Lesson: “God Is Love” 

Class Member Reading: 1 John; 2 John; and 3 John  

1 John NRSV 

Chapter 1 

1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 this life 
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with 
the Father and was revealed to us— 3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 
may have fellowship (koinonia, ) with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there 
is no darkness at all (I find this letter overly simplistic. What do “light” and “darkness” mean in these 
verses? I relate more to the God who has “descended below all things” and therefore understands all 
things). 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do 
not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. This is critically important. There is 
nothing more damning (using this term technically) than being unaware of our sins, weaknesses, 
limitations. These are those Jesus condemned during his ministry, the elite and those who thought 
themselves righteous. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 

Chapter 2 

1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

3 Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his commandments. Come to 
know God through obedience and acting like our Heavenly Parents. 4 Whoever says, “I have come to 
know him,” but does not obey his commandments, is a liar, and in such a person the truth does not 
exist; 5 but whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has reached perfection. By 
this we may be sure that we are in him:6 whoever says, “I abide in him,” ought to walk just as he 
walked. We need to make sure our words and actions align as much as possible.  

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you have had 
from the beginning; the old commandment is the word that you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing you a 
new commandment that is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true 
light is already shining. 9 Whoever says, “I am in the light,” while hating a brother or 
sister, is still in the darkness. Another vital, radical idea! We cannot be in the light of God if we 
hate our fellow humans. Inspiring and demanding principle. 10 Whoever loves a brother or sister 
lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever hates another 
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believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not know the way to go, because the 
darkness has brought on blindness. 

 
 
 
 
 
12 I am writing to you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven on account of his name. 
13 I am writing to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I am writing to you, young people, 
because you have conquered the evil one. 
14 I write to you, children, 
because you know the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, 
because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young people, 
because you are strong 
and the word of God abides in you, 
and you have overcome the evil one. 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those who love the 
world; 16 for all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in 
riches—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 And the world and its desire are passing 
away, but those who do the will of God live forever. (again, note the strong dualism: light vs. dark, 
good vs. evil, insiders vs. outsiders, saints vs. the world) 

18 Children, it is the last hour! As you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists 
have come. From this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not 
belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us. But by going out they 
made it plain that none of them belongs to us (this explains the dualism and strong language—the 
author is describing those who have left the community as “antichrists”). 20 But you have been 
anointed by the Holy One, and all of you have knowledge (“anointing” probably refers to receiving 
of the Holy Ghost, baptism, which involved anointing with oil as well as water, or both). 21 I write to 
you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and you know that no lie comes 
from the truth. 22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; 
everyone who confesses the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide 
in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you will abide in the Son and in the 
Father. 25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal life. 

26 I write these things to you concerning those who would deceive you. 27 As for you, the anointing 
that you received from him abides in you, and so you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his 
anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, 
abide in him. 
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28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he is revealed we may have confidence and 
not be put to shame before him at his coming. 

29 If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who does right has been born of 
him. 

Chapter 3 

1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this:when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he was 
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him sins; no one who 
sins has either seen him or known him (again, this absolute language limits the usefulness of these 
teachings). 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 
as he is righteous. 8 Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil; for the devil has been sinning 
from the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 9 
Those who have been born of God do not sin, because God’s seed abides in them; they cannot sin, 
because they have been born of God. 10 The children of God and the children of the devil are revealed 
in this way:all who do not do what is right are not from God, nor are those who do not love their 
brothers and sisters. 

11 For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 
another. 12 We must not be like Cain who was from the evil one and murdered his brother. And 
why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be 
astonished, brothers and sisters, that the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed 
from death to life because we love one another. Whoever does not love abides in death. 
(I love this so much! What an amazing summary of the gospel and powerful description of life and 
salvation) 15 All who hate a brother or sister are murderers (sounds like an extreme extrapolation of 
Jesus’ words from the Sermon on the Mount), and you know that murderers do not have eternal life 
abiding in them. 16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. 17 How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the 
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Wow. We should 
pause at this verse and prayerfully consider how we can live up to this principle. How can we lovingly 
and responsibly meet the needs we see in our lives? 

18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. Another 
important summary. I resonate with the idea “love is a verb”. 19 And by this we will know that we are 
from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn us; for 
God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have boldness before God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. (I like the idea of checking our emotions, which will 
require greater gentleness or rigor than those emotions inspire) 
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23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in 
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given 
us. I love the intimacy of that language, “abiding in God”, and the Spirit “abiding in us”. 

Chapter 4 

1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; for many 
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, (This view that Jesus didn’t really live 
as a human but only “appeared” to is called Docetism) 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus 
is not from God. And this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming; and 
now it is already in the world. 4 Little children, you are from God, and have conquered them; for the 
one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore 
what they say is from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows 
God listens to us, and whoever is not from God does not listen to us. From this we know the spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error. (This book needs to be read with an extremism filter) 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. Amen. Again, a 
powerful summary of the gospel that aligns with Jesus’ teachings. 9 God’s love was revealed among 
us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him (Makes 
me think of John 10:10… Jesus came that we might live abundantly). 10 In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. Thrilling theology. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God 
abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have 
known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as 
he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love Worth pondering. I 
think there are different types of fear/worry (fear over consequences vs. fear about a loved one’s well 
being for example), but a life guided by love and sound principles does remove unhealthy fear from 
our hearts. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate 
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 
they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we 
have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
Yes. Another one of those verses to mediate on, discuss, and apply in specific, life-changing ways. 

Chapter 5 

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
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obey his commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this 
is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 7 There are 
three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood, and these three agree. 9 If we receive 
human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has 
testified to his Son. 10 Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those 
who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given 
concerning his Son. 11 And this is the testimony:God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that 
you have eternal life. 

14 And this is the boldness we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 
15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the requests 
made of him. 16 If you see your brother or sister committing what is not a mortal sin, you will ask, 
and God will give life to such a one—to those whose sin is not mortal. There is sin that is mortal; I do 
not say that you should pray about that (Which sin this means is not clear. In my view, the best 
candidates for “sin unto death” are sins that 1) decrease the chance we will see and correct the sin, 
thus Pride, and 2) sins that we cannot make restitution for). 17 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin 
that is not mortal. 

18 We know that those who are born of God do not sin (Really? What could the author mean? I have 
said before that if every action is motivated by love we cannot sin, only make mistakes, but even that 
target is almost impossible), but the one who was born of God protects them, and the evil one does 
not touch them. 19 We know that we are God’s children, and that the whole world lies under the 
power of the evil one (final note of dualism on the way out). 20 And we know that the Son of God has 
come and has given us understanding so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who 
is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 

2 John NRSV 
Chapter 1 

1 The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth, and not only I but also all who 
know the truth, 2 because of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever: 

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s 
Son, in truth and love. 

4 I was overjoyed to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we have been 
commanded by the Father. 5 But now, dear lady, I ask you, not as though I were writing you a new 
commandment, but one we have had from the beginning, let us love one another. 6 And this is love, 
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that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment just as you have heard it 
from the beginning—you must walk in it. 

7 Many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh; any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist! 8 Be on your guard, so that you do not 
lose what we have worked for, but may receive a full reward. 9 Everyone who does not abide in the 
teaching of Christ, but goes beyond it, does not have God; whoever abides in the teaching has both 
the Father and the Son. 10 Do not receive into the house or welcome anyone who comes to you and 
does not bring this teaching; 11 for to welcome is to participate in the evil deeds of such a person. 

12 Although I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink; instead I hope to 
come to you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete. 

13 The children of your elect sister send you their greetings. 

3 John NRSV 
Chapter 1 

1 The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. 

2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, just as it is well 
with your soul. 3 I was overjoyed when some of the friends arrived and testified to your faithfulness 
to the truth, namely how you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear that 
my children are walking in the truth. 

5 Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the friends, even though they are strangers to you; 6 
they have testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on in a manner 
worthy of God; 7 for they began their journey for the sake of Christ, accepting no support from non- 
believers. 8 Therefore we ought to support such people, so that we may become co- workers with the 
truth. 

9 I have written something to the church; but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not 
acknowledge our authority. 10 So if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing in spreading false 
charges against us. And not content with those charges, he refuses to welcome the friends, and even 
prevents those who want to do so and expels them from the church. 

11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil but imitate what is good. Whoever does good is from 
God; whoever does evil has not seen God. 12 Everyone has testified favorably about Demetrius, and 
so has the truth itself. We also testify for him, and you know that our testimony is true. 

13 I have much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink; 14 instead I hope to see 
you soon, and we will talk together face to face. 

15 Peace to you. The friends send you their greetings. Greet the friends there, each by name 

Additional Reading: Moroni 7:48; Doctrine and Covenants 45:3–5 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/moro/7.48?lang=eng#47
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/45.3-5?lang=eng#2
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Moroni 7:48 

48 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be 
filled with this love, which he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; 
that ye may become the sons of God; that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is; that we may have this hope; that we may be purified even as he is 
pure. Amen. The closer we are to someone the more we can see them clearly and understand them. 
Do we resonate with God? 

D&C 45:3-5 

 3 Listen to him who is the advocate with the Father, who is pleading your cause before him— 
 4 Saying: Father, behold the sufferings and death of him who did no sin, in whom thou wast well 
pleased; behold the blood of thy Son which was shed, the blood of him whom thou gavest that thyself 
might be glorified; 

 5 Wherefore, Father, spare these my brethren that believe on my name, that they may come 
unto me and have everlasting life. 

 Scripture Chain:  1 John 2:10–11; 1 John 3:16–19; 1 John 4:7–11; 1 John 4:20–21; 
John 21:15–17; Moroni 7:45–48 

1 John 2:10-11 NRSV 

Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for 
stumbling. 11 But whoever hates another believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does 
not know the way to go, because the darkness has brought on blindness 

 

 

 

1 John 3:16-19 NRSV 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one 
another. 17 How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or 
sister in need and yet refuses help? 

18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19 And by this we will 
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 

1 John 4:7-11 NRSV 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/1-jn/2.10-11?lang=eng#9
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/1-jn/3.16-19?lang=eng#15
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/1-jn/4.7-11?lang=eng#6
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/1-jn/4.20-21?lang=eng#19
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/john/21.15-17?lang=eng#14
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/moro/7.45-48?lang=eng#44
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among us in this way:God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In 
this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another 

1 John 4:20-21 NRSV 

Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The 
commandment we have from him is this:those who love God must love their brothers and 
sisters also 

John 21:15-17 NRSV 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said 
to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him 
the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.” Show our love for God by nourishing God’s children. 

Moroni 7:45-48 

45 And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth, 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
 46 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth. 
Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for all things must fail— 
 47 But charity is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it 
at the last day, it shall be well with him. 

 48 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart, that 
ye may be filled with this love, which he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his 
Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons of God; that when he shall appear we shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is; that we may have this hope; that we may be purified even as he is 
pure. Amen. 


