
Engaging Gospel Doctrine: 157
Lesson 31: “And So Were the Churches Established in the Faith”
Link to Online Lesson: “And So Were the Churches Established in the Faith”
Class Member Reading: Acts 15:36–18:22; 1 and 2 Thessalonians

Act 15:36-18:22 NRSV
36 After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Come, let us return and visit the believers in every
city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted
to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul decided not to take with them one who had deserted
them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the work. 39 The disagreement became so
sharp that they parted company; Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus. 40 But
Paul chose Silas and set out, the believers commending him to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

Chapter 16
1 Paul went on also to Derbe and to Lystra, where there was a disciple named Timothy, the son of a
Jewish woman who was a believer; but his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the
believers in Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him; and he took him and
had him circumcised because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father
was a Greek (This directly contradicts Galatians 2:3 where Paul says Timothy “was not compelled to
be circumcised, though he was a Greek”). 4 As they went from town to town, they delivered to them
for observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were
in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in
numbers daily.
6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to
speak the word in Asia. 7 When they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia
(NW Asia Minor/modern Turkey), but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; 8 so, passing by
Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he
had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had
called us to proclaim the good news to them. (Ponder for a moment how difficult Paul’s journeyings
were… just the sheer logistics of travel let alone the persecution he suffered. We will come back to
this later) Note the “we”—Acts is the only place where the first person is used in a context where the
speaker seems to have been present during the story (Three options: eye witness, using a source,
literary convention)
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12
and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony.
We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the
river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer (Thus indicating there was no synagogue
in Philippi); and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14 A certain
woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and
a dealer in purple cloth (which indicates she was wealthy and influential). The Lord opened her heart
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And
she prevailed upon us. (her house would have become the meeting place for the “house church”;
private homes were the only Christian places of worship through the 200s).
16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave- girl who had a spirit of divination
and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune- telling. 17 While she followed Paul and us,
she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of
salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to
the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very
hour.
19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20 When they had brought
them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21 and are
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” (Note difference in
motivation vs. justification) 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them
stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had given them a
severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24
Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God (Amazing attitude in
the midst of difficulty), and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an
earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the prison
doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all
here.” 29 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30
Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They answered,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” The inclusion of
“household” is interesting. Talk about an unlikely convert! 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to



him and to all who were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed
their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He brought
them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he
had become a believer in God.
35 When morning came, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And the jailer
reported the message to Paul, saying, “The magistrates sent word to let you go; therefore come out
now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul replied, “They have beaten us in public, uncondemned, men who
are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and now are they going to discharge us in
secret? Certainly not! Let them come and take us out themselves.” 38 The police reported these
words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens; 39 so
they came and apologized to them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city.
40 After leaving the prison they went to Lydia’s home; and when they had seen and encouraged
the brothers and sisters there, they departed (they make the best of their situation, do what they
need to do [obey those in authority], but take the time to encourage members of their community).

Chapter 17
1 After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three
sabbath days argued with them from the scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was
necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This is the Messiah, Jesus
whom I am proclaiming to you.” 4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a
great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5 But the Jews became jealous,
and with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a mob and set the city in an
uproar. While they were searching for Paul and Silas to bring them out to the assembly, they attacked
Jason’s house. 6 When they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some believers before the
city authorities, shouting, “These people who have been turning the world upside down have
come here also, 7 and Jason has entertained them as guests. They are all acting contrary to the
decrees of the emperor, saying that there is another king named Jesus.” 8 The people and the city
officials were disturbed when they heard this, 9 and after they had taken bail from Jason and the
others, they let them go. (Important point: Note how everyone is speaking from their own
perspectives, trying to further their own interests)
10 That very night the believers sent Paul and Silas off to Beroea; and when they arrived, they went
to the Jewish synagogue. 11 These Jews were more receptive than those in Thessalonica, for
they welcomed the message very eagerly and examined the scriptures every day to see whether these
things were so. 12 Many of them therefore believed, including not a few Greek women and men
of high standing. (Note the emphasis on women converts at multiple points) 13 But when the Jews
of Thessalonica learned that the word of God had been proclaimed by Paul in Beroea as well, they
came there too, to stir up and incite the crowds. 14 Then the believers immediately sent Paul away to
the coast, but Silas and Timothy remained behind. 15 Those who conducted Paul brought him as far
as Athens; and after receiving instructions to have Silas and Timothy join him as soon as possible,
they left him.
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of
idols. 17 So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and also in the
marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18 Also some Epicurean and
Stoic philosophers debated with him. Some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said,
“He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.” (This was because he was telling the good news
about Jesus and the resurrection. They understood “Anastatis” to be the name of a god or goddess)
19 So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, “May we know what this new
teaching is that you are presenting? 20 It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know what
it means.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend their time in nothing
but telling or hearing something new.
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious
(playful double entendre, could mean either religious or superstitious. Also notice his clever and wise
use of tact—he is appalled by their idols, but he finds the good to discuss and goes from there) you
are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god. ’ What therefore
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you (Found an opening and exploits it). 24 The God who
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all nations
to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the
places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him (the
Greek means “feel around for”) and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of
us.
28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we too are his offspring. ’ (From Aratus’ poem “Phainomena”, which speaks of us
as being the offspring of Zeus!)

29 Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent (Key
theme in Luke-Acts), 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising



him from the dead.”
32 When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; but others said, “We will
hear you again about this.” 33 At that point Paul left them. 34 But some of them joined him
and became believers, including Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris, and others
with them.

Chapter 18
1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of
Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered
all Jews to leave Rome (This happened in 49 AD). Paul went to see them, 3 and, because he was
of the same trade, he stayed with them, and they worked together—by trade they were tentmakers.
4 Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would try to convince Jews and
Greeks.
5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with proclaiming the
word, testifying to the Jews that the Messiah was Jesus. 6 When they opposed and reviled him, in
protest he shook the dust from his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am
innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” Focuses on Gentiles, but does not give up on
Jews as the next narrative indicates. 7 Then he left the synagogue and went to the house of a man
named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God; his house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the
official of the synagogue, became a believer in the Lord, together with all his household; and many of
the Corinthians who heard Paul became believers and were baptized . 9 One night the Lord said to
Paul in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent; 10 for I am with you,
and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, for there are many in this city who are
my people.” 11 He stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and brought
him before the tribunal. 13 They said, “This man is persuading people to worship God in ways that
are contrary to the law.” 14 Just as Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a
matter of crime or serious villainy, I would be justified in accepting the complaint of you Jews; 15 but
since it is a matter of questions about words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves; I
do not wish to be a judge of these matters.” 16 And he dismissed them from the tribunal. 17 Then all
of them seized Sosthenes, the official of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. But
Gallio paid no attention to any of these things.
18 After staying there for a considerable time, Paul said farewell to the believers and sailed for Syria,
accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had his hair cut, for he was under a vow. 19
When they reached Ephesus, he left them there, but first he himself went into the synagogue and had
a discussion with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to stay longer, he declined; 21 but on taking
leave of them, he said, “I will return to you, if God wills.” Then he set sail from Ephesus.
22 When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and greeted the church, and then went
down to Antioch
1 Thessalonians 1 - 2 Thessalonians 3:18 NRSV
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by
God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons
we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in
spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the
Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions
report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to
serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.



Chapter 2
1 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but though we
had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in
our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. Notice how this
letter supports and diverges from the accounts in Acts. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit
or impure motives or trickery, 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our
hearts. 5 As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a
pretext for greed; 6 nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7 though
we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to
share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have
become very dear to us. Paul provides a very helpful example here of how to share the gospel (and be
a friend generally).

9 You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we
might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10 You are
witnesses, and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was toward you
believers. 11 As you know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, 12
urging and encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into
his own kingdom and glory. Great persuasion words.
13 We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that
you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God’s word, which
is also at work in you believers. 14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of the
churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you suffered the same things from your own
compatriots as they did from the Jews, 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and
drove us out; they displease God and oppose everyone 16 by hindering us from speaking to the
Gentiles so that they may be saved. Thus they have constantly been filling up the measure of their
sins; but God’s wrath has overtaken them at last.
17 As for us, brothers and sisters, when, for a short time, we were made orphans by being separated
from you—in person, not in heart—we longed with great eagerness to see you face to face. 18
For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, wanted to again and again—but Satan blocked our
way. 19 For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it
not you? 20 Yes, you are our glory and joy! Such tender (and enthusiastic!) connection and
appreciaton.

Chapter 3
1 Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we decided to be left alone in Athens; 2 and we sent
Timothy, our brother and co- worker for God in proclaiming the gospel of Christ, to strengthen
and encourage you for the sake of your faith, 3 so that no one would be shaken by these
persecutions. Indeed, you yourselves know that this is what we are destined for. 4 In fact, when we
were with you, we told you beforehand that we were to suffer persecution; so it turned out, as you
know. 5 For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith; I was
afraid that somehow the tempter had tempted you and that our labor had been in vain.
6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith
and love. He has told us also that you always remember us kindly and long to see us—just as
we long to see you. 7 For this reason, brothers and sisters, during all our distress and persecution we
have been encouraged about you through your faith. 8 For we now live, if you continue to stand firm
in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel
before our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. This level of attentiveness and concern for needs
and weaknesses is exemplary
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound
in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.



Chapter 4
1 Finally, brothers and sisters, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus that, as you learned from us
how you ought to live and to please God (as, in fact, you are doing), you should do so more and more.
2 For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God,
your sanctification: that you abstain from fornication; 4 that each one of you know how to control
your own body in holiness and honor, 5 not with lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know
God; 6 that no one wrong or exploit a brother or sister in this matter, because the Lord is an
avenger in all these things, just as we have already told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7
For God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. 8 Therefore whoever rejects this rejects not
human authority but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you.
9 Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to you, for
you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another; 10 and indeed you do love all the
brothers and sisters throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do so more and more, 11 to
aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we directed
you, 12 so that you may behave properly toward outsiders and be dependent on no one.
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15 For this we declare to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by
no means precede those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore
encourage one another with these words. Note that Paul presupposes he and the Thessalonian
community will be alive when Jesus returns!

Chapter 5
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in
the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you,

beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not fall asleep as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those
who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build
up each other, as indeed you are doing.
12 But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and have
charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 13 esteem them very highly in love because of their
work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers,
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all of them. 15 See that none of
you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to all. 16 Rejoice
always, (Shortest verse in the Greek New Testament) 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20
Do not despise the words of prophets, 21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22
abstain from every form of evil. Great advice.
23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will do this.
25 Beloved, pray for us.
26 Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. 27 I solemnly command you by the Lord that
this letter be read to all of them.
28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

2 Thessalonians 1
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith is
growing abundantly, and the love of everyone of you for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore we
ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith during all your
persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.
5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, and is intended to make you worthy of the
kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering. 6 For it is indeed just of God to repay with
affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to the afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those
who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will suffer
the punishment of eternal destruction, separated from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of



the punishment of eternal destruction, separated from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of
his might, 10 when he comes to be glorified by his saints and to be marveled at on that day among all
who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 11 To this end we always pray for you,
asking that our God will make you worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve
and work of faith, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him,
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Chapter 2
1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you,
brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by
word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3 Let no
one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the
lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above
every so- called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring
himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 6
And you know what is now restraining him, so that he may be revealed when his time comes. 7 For
the mystery of lawlessness is already at work, but only until the one who now restrains it is removed.
8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will destroy with the breath of his
mouth, annihilating him by the manifestation of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is
apparent in the working of Satan, who uses all power, signs, lying wonders, 10 and every kind of
wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.
11 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion, leading them to believe what is false, 12 so
that all who have not believed the truth but took pleasure in unrighteousness will be condemned.
13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because
God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief
in the truth. 14 For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that
you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and
hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter.
16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave
us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every
good work and word.

 
Chapter 3

1 Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be
glorified everywhere, just as it is among you, 2 and that we may be rescued from wicked and evil
people; for not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from
the evil one. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will go on
doing the things that we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the
steadfastness of Christ.
6 Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers
who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 7 For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8 and we
did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so
that we might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have that right, but in order
to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this command:
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere
busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be
weary in doing what is right.
14 Take note of those who do not obey what we say in this letter; have nothing to do with them, so
that they may be ashamed. 15 Do not regard them as enemies, but warn them as believers.
16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways. The Lord be with all
of you.
17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is the mark in every letter of mine (This is
demonstrably untrue); it is the way I write. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.
Additional Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:4–5, 10–13; Bible Dictionary, “Pauline Epistles: Epistles to the
Thessalonians,” 743.

1 Corinthians 2:4-5; 10-13 NRSV
4 My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but
on the power of God
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. 11 For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is
within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the
gifts bestowed on us by God. 13 And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom
but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.



Bible Dictionary
1 and 2 Thessalonians
Epistles to the Thessalonians
 
These epistles were written from Corinth during Paul’s first visit to Europe. His work in Thessalonica
is described in Acts 17. It was his wish to return, but he was unable to do so (1 Thes. 2:18); he
therefore sent Timothy to cheer the converts and bring him word how they fared. The first epistle is
the outcome of his thankfulness on Timothy’s return.

 
Analysis of 1 Thessalonians

 
Personal: (a) Salutation and thanksgiving (1:1–10). (b) Reminder of his work among
them, and fresh thanksgiving (2:1–16). (c) His anxiety on their behalf and his reason
for sending Timothy (2:17–3:10). (d) A prayer for them (3:11–13).
Instruction: (a) Exhortation about spiritual growth, chastity, love, and diligence (4:1–
12). (b) Doctrine of the second advent, for the consolation of the bereaved (4:13–18),
and for the warning and edification of survivors (5:1–11). (c) Exhortations to laity,
clergy, and the whole church (5:12–28).

In the short interval between the two epistles the Church suffered from persecution (2 Thes. 1:4); the
prospect of an immediate return of the Lord fostered an unhealthy excitement (2:2) and seemed to
countenance improvident idleness (3:6), while Paul’s own teaching had been misunderstood (3:17).
 

Analysis of 2 Thessalonians
 

1 Salutation and thanksgiving (1:1–10).
2 A prayer (1:11–12).
3 Teaching about the second advent; the Lord not to come immediately (2:1–12).
4 Thanksgiving, an appeal to stand firm, and a prayer (2:13–17).
5 Prayer for himself and his converts (3:1–5).
6 Duty of subordination and of work (3:6–16).

Conclusion (3:17–18).

Scripture Chain: 1 Thessalonians 2:1–12; 2 Corinthians 4:5; D&C 4:1–7;

D&C 38:41; D&C 88:81; D&C 123:12–14

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 NRSV
1 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but though we
had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our
God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring
from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God
who tests our hearts. 5 As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery
or with a pretext for greed; 6 nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others,
7 though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a
nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to
share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very
dear to us.
9 You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we might
not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God
also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was toward you believers. 11 As you know, we
dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, 12 urging and encouraging you and
pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory
2 Corinthians 4:5 NRSV
5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves
for Jesus’ sake
D&C 4:1-7
 1 Now behold, a marvelous work is about to come forth among the children of men.
 2 Therefore, O ye that embark in the service of God, see that ye serve him with all your heart,
might, mind and strength, that ye may stand blameless before God at the last day.
 3 Therefore, if ye have desires to serve God ye are called to the work;
 4 For behold the field is white already to harvest; and lo, he that thrusteth in his sickle with his
might, the same layeth up in store that he perisheth not, but bringeth salvation to his soul;
 5 And faith, hope, charity and love, with an eye single to the glory of God, qualify him for the work.
 6 Remember faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, brotherly kindness, godliness, charity,
humility, diligence.
 7 Ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. Amen.
D&C 38:41
41 And let your preaching be the warning voice, every man to his neighbor, in mildness and in



41 And let your preaching be the warning voice, every man to his neighbor, in mildness and in
meekness.
D&C 88:81
81 Behold, I sent you out to testify and warn the people, and it becometh every man who hath been
warned to warn his neighbor.
D&C 123:12-14
 12 For there are many yet on the earth among all sects, parties, and denominations, who are blinded
by the subtle craftiness of men, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, and who are only kept from
the truth because they know not where to find it—
 13 Therefore, that we should waste and wear out our lives in bringing to light all the
hidden things of darkness, wherein we know them; and they are truly manifest from heaven—
 14 These should then be attended to with great earnestness.
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